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in the interests of its inhabitants, latterly with the assistance
of a Legislative Council, but after the war, in accordance
with general policy in this region, it was felt necessary to
transform the country into a British Colony, preserving* the
rights of the people to eventual self-government.
Sarawak is a mountainous country, much of the interior
being covered by dense forests penetrated by numerous
rivers which form the natural highways. The capital is
Kuching, and other important towns are Sibro and Aiiri,
the latter the headquarters of the oilfields district. The
country has made steady progress in commerce and peaceful
development. Rubber is cultivated, and sago, and coal and
other minerals are worked, but the most valuable product
is petroleum, the administration levying a royalty on the
output. An excellent description of the country and the
people is given in the Ranee Margaret's book and other
ttorks listed in the Bibliography.
The remaining British territory in Borneo is the Colony
of British North Borneo, until recently administered by a
Chartered Company. The British North Borneo Company
was formed in 1878 by, amongst others. Sir Alfred Dent
and Admiral Sir Harry Keppd, and received its charter in
1881. The original concession was granted by the Sultan
of Sulu, and this was later added to by concessions from
the Sultan of Brunei. The territory now comprises an area
of about 30,000 square miles, the capital of which is
Sandakan. Subject to a Court of Directors in London, the
country was ruled by a Governor whose appointment was
approved by the Secretary of State for the Colonies. The
Company's Charter having been terminated and compen-
sation awarded^ the country is now governed, like Sarawak,
as a British Colony, in association with Malaya. The popu-
lation numbers some 300,000, mainly Malays, who are
Mohammedans,